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Have you ever wanted to tell a 
young person your story?

In the coming years, thousands of IIT alumni will have the 
opportunity to speak with new IIT graduates and current 
students about how their experiences at IIT have impacted 
their lives.

This January, IIT President John Anderson launched the 
Velocity initiative, a three-year alumni reengagement effort 
conceived by Betsy Hughes, vice president of Institutional 
Advancement. Three newly graduated IIT alumni, working 
as Velocity ambassadors, have already begun to hit 
roads and airways nationwide, full time, in the university’s 
effort to conduct 45-minute interviews with more than 
5,000 alumni. In addition, more than 40 current student 
ambassadors have begun to hold interviews with Chicago-
area alumni. During these sessions, alumni will have the 
chance to talk about their IIT experiences, professional 
success, and life’s goals. The stories and views of these 
alumni will help IIT with everything from developing its 
strategic plan to customizing alumni programming.

“Good engagement of our alumni community will be an 
important part of the future success of IIT,” says Anderson.

Ryan Witthans (CHEM ’08), one of the three traveling 
ambassadors, says that joining Velocity is his own way of 
thanking—and meeting—the IIT community, which he 
credits as supporting his education.

“I was able to afford IIT because of the scholarship that 
I received, and I’ve been able to start my own medical 
device company at IIT [medLight] with the community’s 
assistance. I see this job as a way to give back to IIT 
and a way to increase the size of the IIT community,” 
he says. “It will also allow me to meet and 
converse with a number of successful  
people. Hopefully I can learn a thing or 
two from them.”

According to Robbie Deveney, senior 
director of stewardship and special 
initiatives for IIT’s Office of Institutional 
Advancement, alumni participation in 
Velocity will be a great service to the 
university. At the same time, Velocity 
will benefit alumni, who will be 
able to reconnect with their alma 
mater and learn about the many 
opportunities IIT offers its alumni.

“Through Velocity, alumni will provide IIT valuable 
perspectives, impacting the university’s future strategy,” 
says Deveney. “It will also help IIT to better tailor its 
communication with alumni based on their personal 
interests. Velocity will allow us to connect alumni 
with programs that are meaningful to them, such as 
mentorship and volunteer opportunities at IIT.” 

The popularity of social-networking websites 
has made computers and PDAs the conduit 
for interpersonal meeting and interaction. 
Velocity takes a more personal 
approach, pairing students with 
alumni—who will enjoy a 
natural connection through 
their affiliation with IIT— 
in meaningful face-to-face 
discussions about  
their lives, inspiration,  
and successes. 

IIT + ALUMNI = VELOCITY
“Anytime we connect alumni with students, it’s 

magical,” says Marian Quirk, manager of regional alumni 
programs. “When they meet one-on-one, it makes for a 
much richer connection.”

Deveney says the groundswell of students  
interested in participating in Velocity—more 
than 200 applied for the coveted positions—
indicates that IIT students are excited about 
what they can learn from alumni. Student 
ambassadors represent the diversity of IIT’s 
student body, hailing from throughout the 
United States and countries such as Nigeria, India,  
and China. 

Nashrah Noor, a third-year architecture student  
from Bangladesh, says the prospect of hearing 
inspirational alumni stories inspired her to apply to  

be an ambassador.
   “I currently work as a phonathon caller for 

IIT’s Office of Institutional Advancement. I 
get the opportunity to talk to many alumni 
every day. It is great to know some of their 
stories and share some of my experiences 
in the process. I look forward to having 
even more conversations through the 
Velocity initiative,” Noor says.

   Kevin Franke (PSYC ’08) is another 
new alumnus who will begin his full-
time Velocity road trip this winter.  
He will begin his journey in Florida 
and continue his cross-country trek 
before beginning graduate school 

 this fall.
  “I was an oddball at IIT, 

graduating with two degrees, in 
psychology and philosophy,” 
he says. “Although I may not 
meet a lot of alumni in my field, 
I definitely look forward to 
meeting some of the talented 
architects and engineers that have 

passed through IIT. Also, I am an 
alumnus of IIT’s Greek community 

and a past president of my fraternity, 
Phi Kappa Sigma, so I hope to meet a 
few Greeks and share a few stories of  
our experiences.”

Sandy Marcus (Ph.D. PSYC ’69), 
practice leader for Career and 
Educational Assessment Services, 
within IIT Institute of Psychology’s Center 
for Research and Service, and colleague 
Heather McLinden developed 

and conducted training sessions with the students to help 
them learn the ropes of interviewing subjects.  

“We have been training students in how to develop 
relationships and how to very quickly establish good 
rapport,” says Marcus. He says the interviews, which 
will take place at alumni workplaces, are designed to be 
semi-structured conversations in order to better facilitate 
mutual sharing. “We believe that the communication skills 
that we are sharing with these students will help them 
throughout their careers,” he says. As an alumnus, Marcus 
believes alumni will look forward to learning about the 
many changes to IIT over the years.

“The students are really involved and enthusiastic,” 
Marcus says, noting that many of the ambassadors are 
also participants in IIT’s Leadership Academy, a program 
that builds leadership and teamwork skills of students, 
as well as IIT Camras scholars. “The training has allowed 
them to feel empowered with the interpersonal tools to 
do this job. I think that by talking to alumni, students will 
gain a much better sense of the history of IIT and how the 
university really does have a rich and noble history.”

Part of the training process involved pairing Velocity 
ambassadors with alumni interview subjects who agreed 
to offer feedback on their performances during practice 
sessions. Franke says the comments he received were 
helpful. In telling his own story, the alumnus Franke 
interviewed provided the type of information that IIT is 
looking to obtain from its alumni.

“My practice interviewee expressed his hope that IIT 
continues to strive for a reputation as a global institution 
that equips talented people with the skills and resources 
to do great things with their talent,” Franke says. “During 
our conversation, he mentioned that there were some 
good indications that IIT is going down that road.”

On his nationwide tour to meet alumni following his 
inauguration in early 2008, President Anderson said he 
had the opportunity to hear from many alumni about 
their relationship with IIT and their opinions about how 
the university can move forward.

“Velocity is an exciting initiative that will provide 
alumni more outlets for sharing their insights,” Anderson 
says. “In turn, IIT will be able to adapt and grow in a  
way that sustains our relationship with our alumni into  
the future.”

Velocity ambassadors [left to right] Ryan Witthans, Daniel Hutchinson,  
and Kevin Franke hit the road this year with the launch of the Velocity 
initiative. The information they gather will help IIT better enhance its  
alumni programming.

IIT’s Velocity initiative: www.iit.edu/giving/velocity
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“Anytime we connect alumni with students,  
it’s magical. When they meet one-on-one,  

it makes for a much richer connection.”
—Marian Quirk, Manager of Regional Alumni Programs 
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He returned to Oklahoma, where he 
became a department head and began 
the arduous task of schooling himself in 
areas critical to being an effective university 
president. He studied public speaking and 
fundraising. He read heavily about the broader 
issues affecting higher education and scanned 
the Harvard annual report. He followed the 
writings and careers of several presidents, 
including those at Oklahoma, the University  
of Michigan, and Princeton University.

“They had a broader view of the role of  
higher education in the world,” Jischke  
explains. “It wasn’t narrowly the teaching of 
young people and doing research. They saw 
higher education as tools by which better 
societies were developed.”

Other common traits were the ability to 
communicate clearly and passionately, whether 
through public speaking or position papers, and 
an understanding of finances and fundraising.

“Financial resources are inevitably a  
factor in achieving the broader mission,”  
he explains. “When it’s all said and done,  
the best universities tend to be the  
best-financed universities.”

After a total of 17 years at Oklahoma—
including five years as dean of the College 
of Engineering—he became the university’s 
interim president in 1985. In 1986, he was 
named chancellor of the 
University of Missouri–Rolla, 
and in 1991 became president 
of Iowa State University.  
At both schools, Jischke 
beefed up scholarship 
programs and set new  
records for fundraising.

His successes at those 
colleges led to his high-
profile presidency at Purdue. 
Arriving in 2000 as the 
school’s 10th president, he 
set an ambitious agenda 
from the start, aiming to 
transform Purdue from 
a great university into a 
preeminent university while 
strengthening its ties to the 
larger economy in Indiana.

Jischke launched a five-
year plan including a capital 
campaign that raised more 

“I Knew I Wanted to be a
                University President”

B y  J e f f  B o r d e n

I thought it would be easier to go from a  
low-paying job to a high-paying job if I didn’t 
like being a professor. It turned out to be a  
great decision.”

Jischke graduated from Proviso High School 
(now Proviso East) in near west suburban 
Chicago and became the first member of his 
family to attend college when he entered IIT 
in 1959. En route to earning his degree in 
physics, Jischke was something of a big man 
on campus. He was president of his class, ran 
the Union Board, worked as a radio announcer 
at sporting events, and even organized IIT’s 
first homecoming event. His affection for the 
university would lead Jischke to return as a 
trustee more than 40 years after graduating.

“The fact that I’ve been the president of four 
institutions gives me a background of knowledge 
and experience that is helpful to the rest of the 
board,” he says. “I hope I can help the board 
better understand the issues facing IIT and how 
we might address them.”

Gerald L. Bepko (LAW ’65), a graduate of 
IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law and himself a 
former interim president of Indiana University, 
believes Jischke would be an asset on any board.

“If you put him into almost any leadership 
role, he would figure out how to lead the 
people and the organization,” Bepko says. “He’d 
introduce the right values; help develop the 
mission, vision, goals, and objectives; and then 
execute on them. He’s a very formidable leader.”

After leaving MIT, Jischke spent six years 
teaching at the University of Oklahoma and 
becoming a tenured professor. In 1974, he was 
eligible for a sabbatical, where he could either 
attend Harvard University, Oxford University, 
or Imperial College, or accept a White House 
fellowship. He chose the latter, working for 
a year as a special assistant to William T. 
Coleman, the secretary of transportation.

The White House experience was a critical 
juncture in his evolution.

“I learned a lot about myself and  
government and what I might do with my life,” 
Jischke says. “I spent a lot of time thinking 
about the next 30 years or so. I decided after 
that to get on the track to more leadership and 
administrative roles. I knew I wanted to be a 
university president.”

I
f not for the influence of an 
extraordinary educator, IIT 
alumnus and trustee Martin C. 
Jischke (PHYS ’63) might never 
have embarked on the path that 
led him to an outstanding career 
in academia, culminating in the 
presidency of Purdue University.

As a specialist in fluid dynamics with 
extensive knowledge in heat transfer, fluid 
mechanics, aerodynamics, and other technical 
areas critical to aircraft and spacecraft design, 
the doors to high-paying research jobs at private 
aerospace companies would have been flung 
wide open for him.

Instead, he met Judson Baron, a decorated 
World War II veteran who was a professor 
and researcher at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, where Jischke was pursuing his 
master’s degree.

“The single biggest factor in my decision [to 
enter academia] was this remarkable teacher,” 
Jischke recalls. “On my first day on campus, I 
went to his office because he was my graduate 
advisor. He signed me up for classes, including 
one of his on high-speed gas dynamics. He was 
a fabulous teacher and role model, and was quite 
an intellectual. After a few months, I decided 
to write my master’s thesis under him and then 
stayed to get my Ph.D.”

When Jischke earned his doctorate in  
1968, he had opportunities to join Boeing  
and McDonnell Douglas. He decided to try 
teaching instead.

“First, I thought that being a professor, 
teaching students and doing research, was 

a noble enterprise and a way of 
contributing to society,” he 

explains. “Second, I enjoyed 
the freedom to pursue 

research interests in quite 
a few areas. Third,  

Alumnus Recalls His Rise 
to Purdue Presidency

IIT Alumni Presidents
Other IIT alumni who have risen to 
become college presidents include:

Gerald L. Bepko (LAW ’65)
Former Interim President, Indiana 
University, Indianapolis
Chancellor Emeritus, Indiana 
University Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI)

Milton A. Gordon  
(Ph.D. MATH ’68)
President, California State 
University, Fullerton, Calif.

Charles P. Guengerich  
(Ph.D. CHEM ’76)
President, Wilbur Wright College, 
Chicago

Maryann Jones (LAW ’82)
President/Dean, Western State 
University College of Law, 
Fullerton, Calif.
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than 
$1.7-billion 

and more than 50 
capital projects. The centerpiece 

of the building initiative was Discovery Park, a 
$400 million interdisciplinary hub focusing on 
everything from biosciences to manufacturing 
to health-care engineering. He also added 300 
new faculty members with a strong emphasis on 
science and engineering.

A passionate advocate for attracting more 
American students to engineering, he was 
chosen by President George W. Bush for a 
seat on the President’s Council of Advisors on 
Science and Technology in February 2006.

“Science and technology affect our 
country in so many ways, from its economic 
competitiveness to national security to the 
strength of its educational systems,” Jischke 
says. “It’s a very, very important area for national 
policy and national investments.”

The council has 
devoted much of its 
time toward energy 
issues including the 
need to transition away 
from traditional fossil 
fuels, he explains.  
It also has studied  
the American research 
and development 
system, and science  
and technology  
issues affecting 
personalized medicine.

“These are all issues 
of great importance to 
the country,” he adds. 
“It’s been a great honor 
to work with these 
very distinguished 
Americans to  
provide the president 
with carefully 
considered advice.”

Jischke backed 
his passion for 
science with 
initiatives that 
put a Purdue 
education 

within reach for 
more talented students. He 

led an effort to create a new program to 
offer need-based scholarships to Purdue in each 
of Indiana’s 92 counties and launched an effort 
to provide eligible graduates of the Indianapolis 
school system with four-year scholarships if they 
pursued a science-related major.

“Top-notch research facilities attract good 
faculty. Faculty, in turn, attract good students,” 
says J. Timothy McGinley, chair of the Purdue 
Board of Trustees, who notes the university 
recently named a biomedical engineering 
building for Jischke. “Martin was very  
successful at raising so much money, but it was 
all raised in service of a strategic plan on where 
to invest. A good part of the funds have gone 
into scholarships.”

At IIT, Jischke chairs the board’s Academic 
Committee. Friends and colleagues say he 
brings more than an educator’s background to 
the board.

“Martin understands we have a crisis in 
this country getting men and women into 
engineering,” says Peter Magrath, president of 
West Virginia University. “He knows we must 
get students energized and excited about math 
and science. They must be inspired, so they go 
to a great engineering college like IIT.”

Since leaving Purdue, Jischke has barely 
slowed down. In addition to the IIT board, 
he serves on the board of Wabash National 
Corporation, a manufacturing firm in Lafayette, 
Ind.; Duke Realty Corporation, a real-estate 
investment trust based in Indianapolis; and 
Vectren Corporation, a utility firm based in 
Evansville, Ind.

Additionally, he’s involved in charitable work 
and has been consulting on higher-education 
issues in Ireland, Saudi Arabia, and Taiwan.

 “Education is as important and powerful a 
tool for societal progress as it has ever been,” 
Jischke says. “Our ability to solve problems, 
to create opportunities, and to understand the 
world around us all hinge on education.”
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IIT Archives is processing the papers of John D. Root 
(1940–2004), a professor of history who spent his entire 
academic career at IIT (1969–2001). This collection—
which includes many photocopies of documents and 
publications on English Catholic Modernism that can be 
found in original form only in European archives—will be 
made available to the public in early 2009.

It’s perhaps not surprising that a humanities 
professor would posit that “every military man 
should be a humanist.” For John Root these 
words were more than a philosophical statement 
and borne of experience as a platoon leader 
in the Vietnam War. He lived and taught as a 
humanist, advocating for all IIT faculty and 
students, and lending his voice to campus issues 
that he viewed as a challenge to the integrity of 
the university.

Root received his B.A. from the University 
of Notre Dame in 1962 and his M.A. from 
Indiana University in 1964. From 1966–68 he 
served with the United States Army in Vietnam, 
attaining the rank of captain and receiving two 
Bronze Star Medals. Root’s strong interest in 
modern history was given sharper focus by his 
wartime experiences.

In 1969, Root became an instructor of history 
at IIT and worked his way up to full professor 
in 1987. He was chair of the IIT Department of 
Humanities from 1983–1998, fighting for the 
retention of humanities programs and 
staffing in an era of cost cutting at 
a technology-focused university 
that would naturally seek to 
protect its basic posture in the 
sciences above all else. Yet, 
Root succeeded in saving 
the humanities agenda.

  

His academic specialty was Roman Catholic 
Modernism in the period 1885–1925, and on its 
face one would be hard pressed to find a subject 
more removed from the IIT curriculum. Root 
spoke to IIT audiences that were appreciative 
of his insights into the relationship between 
scientific and religious/spiritual truths. Although 
he suffered from multiple sclerosis, which 
prematurely aged and physically limited him in 
a university context—where being, or at least 
acting, young is almost a core requirement—his 
own physical disability made him a strong and 
convincing advocate for improved physical 
access at IIT for all who work and study at  
the university.

Finally, Root’s service in Vietnam engaged 
his already sensitive and observant qualities 
and created a strong scholar of the American 
experience. Student-authored evaluation forms 
in the Root Papers testify to the powerful 
messages that Root delivered in his classes 
on the Vietnam War about the roles of power, 
history, culture, and personal responsibility in 
the implementation of policy. His publications 
included dozens of articles, book reviews, and 
conference papers.

Root was also deeply involved in university 
affairs beyond the humanities department. He 
was an officer of the Faculty Council, a pre-law 
advisor, and served on numerous university 
committees. He headed the committee 
that guided the creation of Paul V. Galvin 
Library in 1985. Root retained an office at IIT 
following retirement in 2001, and not long 
after his sudden death in 2004, his papers were 
transferred directly from his office to the IIT 
Archives, without being culled either by himself 
or any family members.

	 Root’s papers provide a comprehensive 
overview of his entire career and 
demonstrate his care in documenting his 
various activities and communications, 
both within the IIT community 
and outside (with fellow scholars, 
particularly in the field of Catholic 
Modernism studies). The collection will 
serve as an important primary source 
for research into IIT’s academic and 
administrative culture in the 1980s 
and 1990s, as well as for English 
Catholic Modernism.   

A good example of Root’s activism, observant 

nature, and history acumen is found in a file 

among his papers titled “Library Fiasco.” Inside 

is a neatly typed, single-spaced, three-page 

“Chronology of the Library Canopy Saga, 

May–September 1985,” in which he recounts 

the literal rise and fall of a post-Modernist 

canopy that was briefly installed above the 

entrance of Galvin Library in September 1985; 

it was removed within 48 hours after it went 

up, following protests that the canopy was 

incompatible with the strictly modern lines and 

angles of the Walter Netsch-designed building 

(1962). At that time, IIT had decided to sever its 

agreement with the John Crerar Library, which 

was a private library housed in what is now 

Galvin Library. Root’s committee was charged 

with negotiating the termination of Crerar’s 

tenancy and also discussing “the possibility of 

structural modifications to allow entrance directly 

to the main floor of the library” (Root Papers). 

This idea was dismissed as 

being unworkable and 

too expensive.

	 By the beginning of 1985, Root had learned 

from campus authorities that the entrance to the 

library would remain on the ground floor but 

that a canopy would be erected over it. Under 

the date “17 May (Friday),” Root wrote, “By 

chance, I saw drawings in office of David Dowell 

[library director]. Upset that I and the Planning 

Committee had no previous knowledge. David 

told me that the final plan would be complete 

and contracts let by the following Tuesday. He 

told me that no one from Crown Hall [IIT College 

of Architecture] was involved.”

	 Root immediately saw the possible political 

and aesthetic dangers in modifying one of the 

university’s key Modernist buildings without 

involving the various stakeholders. “I also 

expressed amazement that the firm that had 

actually built the library (I believe Skidmore) had 

not been consulted,” he wrote.

	 “30 May. I wrote to President Martin about 

the above, emphasizing that it was imperative to 

solicit Crown Hall advice since a Miesian building 

was about to be altered.” Root then writes that 

he was unable to remain in close touch with the 

key players in the unfolding drama as he and

they had “conflicting travel schedules” over the 

summer months. “The library was out of my 

mind until 29 August, when Martin asked me to 

speak at the September 13th dedication.”

	 “3 September (Tuesday). The day after 

Labor Day, the steelworkers began installing 

the canopy, and everyone on campus was 

shocked to see the very un-Miesian yellow, blue, 

and white beams, suspended by red cable…. 

That afternoon, Martin holds a meeting of his 

administrative staff, all of whom express general 

opposition to the canopy.” 

	 A decision to remove the canopy was 

taken on September 6, Root recorded, and on 

September 10 it was “removed by nightfall.” 

“11 September (Wednesday): Tribune front 

page story with color photo. Also in N.Y. Times 

with photo. Other reporters flock to campus; all 

disappointed that the canopy was gone. I was 

interviewed by the Washington Post and the 

Wall Street Journal.

	 “Coda. In all this, my heart went out to 

the Galvin family. We all played it as straight as 

possible. As the canopy was coming down, the 

last pain [sic] was being applied to the interior. 

Black paint was applied to marred outside steel 

surfaces and the last letter of Paul V. Galvin’s 

name was place over the entrance at 4:15 p.m. 

on September 13th. At 5:00 p.m. the open house 

and touring of the ‘new’ library began. The 

black-tied and gowned guests sipped cocktails 

in the Faculty Club at 6:00 p.m., and the formal 

dinner in the ballroom began at 7:00 p.m. It 

was a splendid event, classy and carried off with 

class. No jokes, only praise for the good we had 

done for the past two and a half years.”

JOHN D. ROOT
HUMANIST AND HISTORIAN

By Ralph Pugh

THE “LIBRARY FIASCO”

Ralph Pugh is the assistant archivist 
and a history instructor at IIT.
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is counting on the efforts of its newly re-
established Alumni Association Board of 
Directors to strengthen its alumni network, 

so it makes sense that the university tapped a networks expert 
to lead this board. Okay, so the data and communications 
networks that Adrian Nemcek (EE ’70) focused on during his 
career as president of Motorola Networks business were a little 
more technical than the peer community he’s building at IIT. 
But Nemcek, now retired from Motorola, is excited about what 
the alumni board can do to draw IIT graduates together. 
	 “In all great institutions, alumni have a strong sense  
of community and contact with each other and with the  
school from the time when they’re a student to their 
professional experience and beyond,” says Nemcek, who  
is a university trustee in addition to his roles as president  
of the Alumni Association and chair of the new board.  
“We’re putting in place an alumni program that will help 
facilitate that community.” 
	 Step one is assembling a board that includes alumni from 
every school within IIT, every geographic region, and every 
era. As the school increases contact with more of its graduates 
and discovers more alumni success stories, Nemcek says the 
network will grow both stronger and broader. 

	

	 “There’s a vital connection between the alumni of an 
institution and the institution’s strength, because alumni are a 
university’s main output,” says Nemcek. “Many of our alums 
are very accomplished people, and it’s so meaningful when 
they share their experience, insight, and knowledge.”
	 As Nemcek connects with IIT alumni, he experiences 
more campus life than he did as a student in the late 1960s. 
He put himself through school, working nights at an area 
hospital and living with his parents to keep his expenses down. 
He praises the experience, but he is envious of the vibrant 
campus he sees at IIT now. So it’s no coincidence that many of 
the programs and events he wants to emphasize through the 
Alumni Association, such as Homecoming (where he was grand 
marshal last year), and student mentoring programs, involve 
participating in campus life. 
	 He’s also working on attracting speakers for a lecture 
series that he hopes will draw an alumni audience. The 
university is excited and on board.
	 “Adrian understands that we have a unique and very 
interesting alumni population that is excited by intellectually 
stimulating programs,” says Tara Singer, senior director of IIT’s 
Office of Alumni Relations. With his help, “we’re developing 
an alumni program that will represent their interests, concerns, 

and values, and we’re 
figuring out the programs 
and services they want.”  
	 At Homecoming, for 
example, an alumni breakfast 
featured presentations from 
IIT research teams on their 
progress in emerging fields 
such as sustainability and 
hybrid-vehicle technology.  

	 After a long career at Motorola, Nemcek is mastering  
a new kind of networking. “At Motorola, it was the  
technology side. This [IIT] is all about touching people—
sharing information and letting them share back,” he says. As 
IIT’s alumni are responding to his efforts to strengthen their 
bonds with the university, the school and its graduates are 
reaping the benefits.    

	 —Steve Hendershot

“There’s a vital connection 
               between the alumni of an institution 
  and the institution’s strength, 
           because alumni are 
                                 a university’s main output.”

IIT
NEMCEK

ADRIAN

NEW PRESIDENT, IIT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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classnotes
1940s
Robert Lichtmann 
(CHE ’45), Surprise, Ariz., is 
the founder of Covercraft 
Industries, Inc., a car cover 
manufacturing company.

Herbert S. Levinson 
(CE ’49), New Haven, 
Conn., presented the 
IIT Armour College of 
Engineering Distinguished 
Lecture “Managing Success: 
Broadening the Perspective” 
on May 7, 2008. 

1960s

  Edward Linsenmeyer
(PHYS ’66), Panama City, 
Fla., has been recognized 
with the Harold Metcalf 
Award for significant 
service to the Federal 
Laboratory Consortium, 
a nationwide network of 
federal laboratories that links 
innovative technologies with 
the American marketplace. 
Linsenmeyer is the 
technology transfer manager 
at Naval Surface Warfare 
Center Panama City Division.

Edward L. Erickson 
(MATH ’68, M.S. ’70), 
Pipersville, Pa., is the 
CEO of Y-Carbon, Inc., a 
nanotechnology startup 
company that produces 
nanostructured carbon 
materials with applications in 
various systems.

1970s
Carlton Dampier 
(BIOL ’70), Chester Springs, 
Pa., has been named 
medical director for the 
Office for Clinical Research 
at Emory University School 
of Medicine. Dampier is a 
national expert in the study 
and treatment of sickle  
cell disease.

T. Jordan Gallagher 
(LAW ’72), Sycamore, Ill., 
has been selected as an 
associate judge for the 16th 
Circuit Court of Illinois.

Robert J. Zagar 
(M.S. PSYC ’75), Chicago, 
has been appointed to a 
special task force on violent 
youth by Chicago Mayor 
Richard M. Daley. Zagar’s 
appointment is the result 
of his work with youth, to 
be published in a 14-article 
monograph in Psychological 
Reports entitled “Violent 
Youth: How to Find Them, 
What Works, and What  
It Costs.” 

Susan Solomon 
(CHEM ’77), Boulder, Colo., 
has been honored with 
the Grande Medaille from 
the Institute of France’s 
Academy of Sciences for 
her scientific achievements, 
including her pioneering 
work on the ozone hole and 
her leadership as co-chair 
of Working Group 1 for the 
recent Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
assessment report. The 
medal is awarded annually 
to a French or foreign 
scholar who has made 
transformative contributions 
to science through  
personal research and 
international presence.

1980s
William H. Hooks 
(LAW ’81), Chicago, was 
sworn in as a Circuit Court 
of Cook County judge on 
August 4, 2008.

Renee Kozimor 
(M.S. CHE ’83), Hawthorn 
Woods, Ill., has been named 
director of software and 
user services for Oakton 
Community College. 

John Swierk 
(B.A.C. ARCH ’84), Prairie 
Grove, Ill., president and 
founder of Direct Design, 
Ltd., is celebrating the 
architecture firm’s 20th 
anniversary. Swierk is also 
president and founder 
of Direct Steel, LLC and 
Direct Design Construction 
Management, Ltd.

Felicia Williams 
(BA ’84), Lakewood, Colo., 
has been named vice 
president of human resources 
for Endicott Interconnect 
Technologies, Inc., a supplier 
of electro/mechanical 
equipment and electronic 
interconnect solutions.

  Richard A. Pollock Jr. 
(M.A.S. BA ’86), Chicago, 
has a financial advisory 
practice associated with 
Ameriprise Financial. 
Pollock has been elected to 
the Union League Club of 
Chicago’s board of directors 
and serves as chair of the 
club’s technology committee. 

Elizabeth M. Cummings
(M.A.S. BA ’88), Geneva,  
Ill., has joined 
PrivateBancorp, Inc. as  
chief operations officer.

1990s

  Jason Gray 
(B.A.C. ARCH ’91, M.S. CE 
’93), Shiloh, Ill., has joined 
the Clayton, Mo., office of 
First Bank as a senior vice 
president and director of 
corporate real estate. 

Catherine (Bertucci) 
Tojaga
(ME ’91), Itasca, Ill., is 
president of CT Mechanical, 
LLC, a mechanical 
contracting company that 
she began in February 2008.

  Dawn Peterson 
(B.A.C. ARCH, CRP ’93), 
Rochester Hills, Mich., joined 
Neumann/Smith Architecture 
as a specifications writer. 
Peterson is a member of  
the American Institute  
of Architects and  
the Construction  
Specifications Institute.

Michael Lisak 
(LAW ’95), Oak Park, Ill., 
has joined the Chicago office 
of Sidley Austin, LLP, where 
he continues to practice 
primarily in the area of 
pharmaceutical and medical 
device litigation. 

Saurabh Verma 
(ME ’95, M.S. MAE ’99), 
Fayetteville, Ga., and his 
wife, Poonam, were married 
on March 4, 2002, in India. 

Phillip Hatzopoulos 
(M.S. FMT ’96), Park Ridge, 
Ill., has been named director 
of Equity Products–OTC 
for the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange Group.

Paul Sorkin 
(LAW ’96), Chicago, has 
been named president,  
CEO, and chair of Invicta 
Group, Inc., an Internet 
media company.

Rita M. Filiaggi 
(LAW ’97), Chicago, has 
returned to the Chicago 
office of SmithAmundsen 
and serves as the co-
chair of the Commercial 
Transportation Practice 
Group. Filiaggi had spent 
more than two years in 
Geneva, Switzerland, 
with the International Air 
Transport Association.

Craig Poulson 
(LAW ’98), Silver Spring, 
Md., was on deployment  
to Iraq with the United  
States Navy and has since 
returned to the Washington, 
D.C. area. 

Scott Settelmyer 
(M.S. FMT ’98), Peoria, 
Ill., is the co-founder 
and managing director 
of TerraCarbon, LLC, a 
company that facilitates 
carbon trading.

Nihad A. Kaiseruddin 
(CHE ’99), North Wales, 
Pa., and her husband are 
avid triathletes and have two 
children, ages 5 and 3. 

Christopher J. Walsh 
(Ph.D. CHEM ’99), South 
San Francisco, Calif., has 
joined Genentech, Inc. as  
a patent counsel, protecting 
drugs through patents  
and assisting in  
startup partnerships. 

2000s
Elias Soupos 
(ME ’00), Bensenville, Ill., 
has joined the Chicago office 
of Leydig Voit & Mayer, Ltd., 
an intellectual property law 
firm, as an associate.

Arvid Johnson 
(Ph.D. MSC ’01), Frankfort, 
Ill., has been named dean  
of the Brennan School  
of Business at  
Dominican University.

Mark Meeker 
(M.S. CS ’04), Aurora, Ill., 
is the leader of the User 
Interface Engineering team 
at Orbitz Worldwide, which 
is responsible for building 
the presentation tier of the 
online travel platform for 
Orbitz and CheapTickets in 
the Americas and eBookers 
in Europe.

Kevin R. Miller 
(M.P.A. ’07), Naperville, Ill., 
is the chief financial officer of 
Guerin College Preparatory 
High School. 

Charity Morgan 
(LAW ’08), Chicago, has 
received the Fleischman 
Family Award for Excellence 
in Criminal Clinic, established 
at IIT Chicago-Kent College 
of Law through Jack A. 
(LAW ’87) and Sidney Z. 
Fleischman (LAW ’87).

Meghan J. Paulas 
(LAW ’08), Chicago, has 
received the Fleischman 
Family Award for Excellence 
in Criminal Clinic, established 
at IIT Chicago-Kent College 
of Law through Jack A. 
(LAW ’87) and Sidney Z. 
Fleischman (LAW ’87).

M a jo  r  K e y
For a complete list of 
abbreviations for IIT’s 
academic majors, visit 

www.iit.edu/magazine.

Share Your News!
We want to hear from you! Send us your 
class note at alumni@iit.edu.

alumninews

Puzzled about
estate planning?
If you’re puzzled about estate planning, consider making a lasting 
impact at IIT through a charitable gift annuity. A charitable gift 
annuity provides the security of fixed payments for life to you or 
you and your spouse, and you gain additionally through immediate 
tax advantages. Regardless of age, you can create a plan to donate 
a portion of your estate to the programs at IIT that matter most 
to you. Whether you choose a gift annuity or other planned gift 
arrangement, you will be enriching IIT for generations to come. 

IIT established the Frank Wakely Gunsaulus Society to recognize 
all those who have provided an estate commitment to the university 
regardless of type or amount—those who envision a bright 
future for a university dedicated to preparing students from all 
backgrounds to fill meaningful roles in an ever-changing society. 

For more information about becoming a member of the Gunsaulus 
Society, contact Catherine Marquis, director of planned giving, at 
312.567.5080 or cmarquis@iit.edu. 

Check your answers on page 29!

Gunsaulus
Society

Charitable Gift Annuity 

Age:	  _ _ 

Rate: 	  _._ % 

Amount:	 $ _ _,000

Annually:	 $ _,_ _ _ 

Quarterly:	 $ _ _ _ 

Sudoku
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The first year of law school has a reputation: you study. 
You don’t sleep; you don’t see your friends. You study. 
	 Unless you’re Billy Dec (LAW ’99). Then you 
study and open a nightclub. You’re there every 
night until who knows when, and every morning 
you stumble into class on almost no sleep. When a 
professor asks you a question, you can’t even talk 
around it like all the other aspiring lawyers who don’t 
know. You just have to say it: “I don’t know.”  
	 All the other students gasp. 
	 But what are you going to do? The club is a hit. 
You try telling a professor you’re sick, and he holds up 
a copy of the newspaper. There you are in a photo, 
cracking open a bottle of Cristal champagne with 
Michael Jordan. What are you going to say?
	 But soon the other students stop gasping and start 
asking questions. They’re supporting you, helping you 
study—and you’re doing well. 
	 “They weren’t really threatened by me,” says Dec, 
who opened that first club, Solo, in 1995. “I don’t think 
they thought I was going to become this dream-level 
attorney. But they seemed to live vicariously through 
me, asking me what happened the night before.”
	           The movie Forrest Gump was still newish 
           then, and Forrest became Dec’s nickname at IIT 
            Chicago-Kent College of Law, thanks to his 
                growing collection of unlikely experiences. 
                 There he was, appearing on an episode of 
                  “Friends.” Then suddenly he was at Wrigley
                      Field, throwing out the first pitch at a 
                        Cubs game. 

	 As it became clear that Dec was becoming a  
bona fide nightlife superstar, the question became, 
“What are you still doing in law school?” But Dec had 
never seen the clubs as a profession and was drawn 
to the security and stability he thought a legal career 
would provide.   
	 He completed his coursework in December 1998, 
graduated, and then passed the bar on his first try.  
Not surprisingly, right after that he was hospitalized  
for exhaustion. 
	 He even tried law for a bit before he decided to 
concentrate on Chicago’s entertainment industry. 
Now he’s president of Rockit Ranch Productions, 
which operates a restaurant, the Rockit Bar & Grill, 
as well as the club Underground, which Nightclub & 
Bar magazine called “Best in the U.S.” Another Rockit 
Ranch restaurant, Sunda, will open in 2009. Dec also 
moonlights as the host of “24/7,” a nightlife show on 
WMAQ, Chicago’s NBC affiliate; the show has been 
nominated for a Chicago Emmy. 
	 Even as his star continues to rise, Dec finally has 
some free time. He goes to the zoo at least once a 
week. He travels; he’s spent six weeks overseas this 
year in Japan, Cambodia, Vietnam, China, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, and Thailand. Ostensibly he was there to do 
research for Sunda, the restaurant, but there was also 
time to see the Great Wall, attend the Beijing Olympics 
with his friend David Schwimmer—Dec is on Chicago’s 
2016 Olympic committee—and indulge his passion 
for martial arts. (His introduction to the club scene 
came when his martial arts skills earned him a job as a 
bouncer at age 19.) 
	 There was even room for a trip to Washington, 
D.C., last fall, where he was admitted to the Bar of 
the Supreme Court along with 36 other distinguished 
Chicago-Kent alumni. 
	 Finally, something to show for all that studying.  
	
	 —Steve Hendershot

of the party
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It’s Mies’ Birthday!
Celebrate with the Mies van der Rohe Society at  
the annual birthday party for IIT’s most influential 
architect. This year’s party will be held on 
Wednesday, March 25 from 6–9 p.m. in S. R. Crown 
Hall. Local clothing designers will be paired with 
Chicago architects, including some alumni, to create 
new clothing inspired by signature buildings around 
town. At the party, models will show off the creations 
next to images of the featured buildings and other 
works by the participating architecture firms. The clothing 
will be sold via silent auction at the event. All proceeds will 
benefit the Mies Society.

For information about upcoming alumni events 
listed below and other alumni activities, contact 
the Office of Alumni Relations at 312.567.5040 
or alumni@iit.edu. 

Spring Career Fair
Thursday, February 12, 2009
noon–4 p.m
Hermann Hall, IIT Main Campus
For more information, contact the Career 
Management Center at 312.567.6800 or  
cmc@iit.edu.

Thirsty Thursday at Jimmy Fig’s
Thursday, February 12, 2009
4–7 p.m.
160 N. Franklin Street, Chicago

Rice Campus Speakers Forum
Thursday, February 19, 2009
For more information, contact Barb Kozi at 
630.682.6040 or kozi@iit.edu.

Rice Engineers Week Open House
Saturday, February 21, 2009
For more information, contact Barb Kozi at 
630.682.6040 or kozi@iit.edu.

IIT at the Pentagon 
Tour, reception, and program featuring  
President John Anderson 
Tuesday, February 24, 2009
Washington, D.C.

Thirsty Thursday at Jimmy Fig’s
Thursday, March 12, 2009
4–7 p.m.
160 N. Franklin Street, Chicago

Mies’ Birthday Party
Wednesday, March 25, 2009
6–9 p.m.
S. R. Crown Hall, IIT Main Campus
For more information, contact Kelly Hyman at 
312.567.5025 or khyman@iit.edu.

Thirsty Thursday at Jimmy Fig’s
Thursday, April 9, 2009
4–7 p.m.
160 N. Franklin Street, Chicago

Third Annual Karl Menger Lecture  
and Award
Featuring Richard Durrett from Cornell University
Monday, April 20, 2009
For more information, contact Patty Cronin at 
312.567.3132 or cronin@iit.edu.

American Institute of Architects 
Convention
IIT Alumni Reception 
Thursday, April 30, 2009
San Francisco

Alumni Awards Luncheon and IPRO Day
Friday, May 1, 2009
Reception at 11 a.m., lunch at noon
Hermann Hall, IIT Main Campus 

Start of Alumni Holiday International 
Alumni Campus Abroad Program
Sunday, May 3, 2009
Chianti region of Italy
www.iit.edu/alumni

Thirsty Thursday at Jimmy Fig’s
Thursday, May 14, 2009
4–7 p.m.
160 N. Franklin Street, Chicago

IIT Commencement 
Saturday, May 16, 2009
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Members of the Class of 1958 pose for a photograph at the Golden Alumni Society Reunion 

and Induction Ceremony, held September 19, 2008. The event recognized members’ 50th 

anniversary of their graduation from IIT.

Inra and Ivars Antens (PSYC ’58, M.S. ’62) show off his Golden 

Alumni Society Medallion.

[Left to right] Darsh T. Wasan, vice president of international affairs, shakes hands 

with David Edwards (Ph.D. CHE ’87) and visits with IIT President John Anderson 

after Edwards gave the inaugural lecture in the Darsh T. Wasan Lectureship Series, 

held September 19–20, 2008.

Many students, faculty, staff members, and their families participated 

in the 2008 Homecoming carnival and golf cart parade.

IIT Alumni Awards
Join with other members of the Alumni Association to celebrate the accomplishments 
of 22 distinguished alumni at the 2009 IIT Alumni Awards ceremony on Friday, May 1, 
2009. This year’s award winners include noted philanthropists, distinguished scholars, 
and civic leaders. The awards ceremony will begin with a reception at 11 a.m. and will 
continue with a formal luncheon at noon in Hermann Hall. For more information or 
tickets, contact Cameron Watkins at 312.567.5040 or watkins@iit.edu. 

Upcoming Alumni Events

Gunsaulus Society Sudoku Answers:
Age: 65; Rate: 57; Amount: 25; Annually: 1,425; Quarterly: 356

Tickets are $50 per person for current 
Mies Society members and $100 per 
person for nonmembers (price includes a 
$50 membership in the Mies Society). For 
more information, contact Kelly Hyman at 
312.567.5025 or khyman@iit.edu.
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R. Ogden Hannaford
ARCH ’47, Oberlin, Ohio

A few years after graduating from IIT College of Architecture, 
R. Ogden Hannaford began working in the Chicago office of 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and served as his representative 
on the construction site of 860–880 Lake Shore Drive. 
After working four years with Mies, Hannaford set up an 
independent architecture practice and formed a three-year 
partnership with Chicago architect Y. C. Wong. Hannaford 
returned to the college in 1960 and served as a faculty 
member until his retirement in 1986. He was exchange 
professor at Robert Gordons Institute of Technology in 
Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1981, and held the same position in 
1985 at Huazong University of Science and Technology in 
Wuhan, China. His collaboration with Werner Blaser and 
Monica Stuckey in 1983 resulted in the book Drawings of Great 
Buildings/Zeichnungen grosser Bauten, which featured drawings 
by Hannaford’s students. For many years, Hannaford was 
active in the Quaker community and held a variety of roles 
with Chicago, regional, and national Friends’ organizations.

Hannaford is survived by his wife of 55 years, Mary; a son, 
Blake (Cynthia), of Seattle; a daughter, Katharine, of Chicago; a 
sister; two grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Richard A. Valentin
ME ’59, Western Springs, Ill.

Richard A. Valentin was employed at Argonne National 
Laboratory for 38 years, where he served as senior engineer 
and associate division director, before retiring in 2003. After 
graduating from IIT, Valentin went on to obtain master’s 
and doctoral degrees in applied mathematics from Brown 
University and an M.B.A. through the Executive Program 
at the University of Chicago. Valentin was a member of the 
Tau Beta Pi engineering honor society and the Pi Tau Sigma 
international mechanical engineering honor society at IIT, and 
remained active at the university through his membership on 
the Rice Campus Board of Overseers. He was also active in his 
religious community at All Saints Episcopal Church.

Valentin is survived by his wife of 44 years, Anne 
(Youngdahl) Valentin (LING ’60), two sons, and a grandson. 

Joseph D. Fernbach
EE ’33
Melbourne Beach, Fla.

Roscoe L. Barrow
ARSC ’36
Roseville, Calif.
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Fred L. Leason Jr.
ME ’37, M.S. BEA ’55

Louis Ceithaml
ME ’44
Harleysville, Pa.

Edward M. Landa
CHE ’44
Los Angeles

William Wilson Parks 
CE ’44, Glenview, Ill.
IIT Life Trustee

An avid sailor for all his life, William “Bill” Parks continued to 
participate in his longtime passion—Star Class boat sailing—
into his 80s. His involvement in the sport was extensive. Parks 

won a bronze medal for Star Class sailing 
in the 1960 Olympics in Rome and judged 
the event at the 1984 Olympics in Los 
Angeles. Among the positions he held 
were president of the International Star 
Class Yacht Racing Association (ISCYRA), 
commodore of the Chicago Yacht Club, 
certified international judge and president 
of the International Yacht Racing Union 
(now the International Sailing Federation), 

and certified judge of the United States Sailing Association. 
Besides his Olympic medal, Parks received many other sailing 
awards over his lifetime. 

According to the ISCYRA, Parks used his engineering know-
how to make valuable contributions to the Star boat sport as 
chair of the association’s technical committee for the first five 
years of its existence. In addition to a civil engineering degree 
from IIT, Parks obtained an M.B.A. from the University of 
Chicago. After two years as a United States Navy lieutenant 
serving in the construction battalion (1944–46), Parks joined 
Swift & Company for one year, then entered into his career 
with Vapor Corporation, a manufacturer of transportation 
specialties and systems, from which he retired as president in 
1987. Parks was very active at IIT, serving on many committees, 
and in 1985, received an Award of Merit. He was elected an IIT 
trustee in 1973 and a life trustee in 1991. 

Parks is survived by his wife, Joan Simpson Parks; his 
daughter, Julia Parks-Soxman (with his first wife, Mary Patricia 
“Pat” Harden Parks, who preceded Parks in death); and his 
brother, Richard R. Parks (ME ’47). 

Career Services 
for Alumni
If this uncertain economy has placed you in the 
position to explore new career options, keep in mind 
that IIT’s Career Management Center (www.cmc.
iit.edu) is committed to serving as a lifelong career 
resource to all IIT graduates. Alumni may use the 
eRecruiting online job database, attend career fairs, 
and participate in career services workshops. The next 
IIT Career Fair is scheduled for February 12, 2009, from 
noon–4 p.m. in Hermann Hall. The fall 2008 career 
fair had more than 150 employers represented, and a 
similar number of employers are expected to attend the 
spring fair. For more information, contact the Career 
Management Center at 312.567.6800 or cmc@iit.edu.  

If you are instead considering a return to school for 
additional training or studies in a new field, know that 
IIT provides select tuition discounts for graduates. 
Alumni registering as part-time undergraduate students 
are permitted to register for one course offered by IIT 
each semester at a cost of one-half the current tuition 
rate. Alumni registering as part-time graduate students 
receive a one-third reduction of the tuition charges 
for one course. Please note that alumni registering as 
full-time students or in an IIT Chicago-Kent College of 
Law degree program are not eligible. This benefit does 
not apply to short courses, special programs, research 
and thesis hours, and noncredit courses. For more 
information about this program, please contact the 
Office of the Bursar at bursar@iit.edu or visit  
http://bursar.iit.edu.

Michael T. McNamara
CS ’72, Baden, Pa. 

Michael T. McNamara had more than 33 years of experience 
in managing technical centers, 25 of which were in executive 
management for One Call Systems, Inc. (OCS), a company he began 
in 1984. OCS provides one-call operation services, hardware, 
software, and system integration to assist utility companies in 
preventing damage while digging underground. McNamara was 
instrumental in expanding OCS centers in Iowa, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Wyoming. Besides his work with OCS, McNamara 
served as vice president of Eastern Operations for United Information 
Services (now Sprint), director of the Chicago Data Center for United 
Computing Systems, and center manager for Itel Utility Data Services. 
He was also a committee member of the Common Ground Alliance of 
the United States Department of Transportation. 

McNamara’s wife, Karla Witt McNamara (Ph.D. PSYC ’75), recalls 
that her husband was a winning handball and tennis player while at 
IIT, and enjoyed chess, which he played at the tournament level. “He 
was a brilliant mathematician with a sense of humor a mile long, and 
last, but not least, he was known for his integrity and compassion,” 
she says. In addition to his wife, McNamara is survived by his 
daughter, Marissa, sons John and Michael, and three brothers.

Timothy James Smith
ME ’85, M.B.A. ’94, Plainfield, Ill.

 
As an IIT student, Tim Smith was a member of an elite group of 
undergraduate athletes: the 1984–85 championship Illinois Tech 
Hockey Team. Smith continued playing hockey recreationally with 
the Duffers Hockey League and in March 2008, shared his sports 
leadership skills in an IIT alumni charity hockey game against 
Chicago Blackhawks alumni, with proceeds benefiting the Illinois 
American Diabetic Association. Besides hockey, Smith enjoyed 
watching “Seinfeld” and “Doctor Who,” was a Chicago Bears and 
Chicago Cubs fan, and had the opportunity to do some comedy 
writing for The Second City. Smith formerly served in the rank of 
lieutenant as a pilot in the United States Navy and was a midshipman 
advisor and instructor for the IIT Naval Reserve Officer Training 
Corps from 1991–94. 

Smith is survived by numerous family members, including  
his wife, Gabrielle; their children, Alexandra, Catherine, James,  
and Nevin; his mother, Kathleen; his brother, Daniel; and his  
sister, Lynne.
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By Marcia Faye

In 1965, Dick Keller, a former Institute of Gas 
Technology (IGT) employee, Ray Dausman, and 
Pete Farnsworth formed Reaction Dynamics, 
Inc., a three-person partnership with one 
purpose: to design a rocket-propelled car 
that would break the land speed record—the 
fastest speed attained by a wheeled vehicle on 
land, as opposed to on water, in the air, or on 
rails. The trio eventually developed a rocket-
propelled dragster called the X-1, which gained 
a formidable reputation on the drag strip circuit. 
With this achievement, the men approached 
Keller’s former employer and IIT affiliate IGT in 
the hopes that the natural gas industry would 
sponsor the creation of a vehicle capable of 
breaking the land speed record. 

IGT was interested in the group’s idea and 
solicited enthusiastic support from industry 
leaders. With this vote of confidence, Reaction 
Dynamics asked T. Paul Torda, a professor in IIT 
Armour College of Engineering’s Department 
of Mechanical, Materials, and Aerospace 
Engineering (MMAE), to serve as consultant on 
the car, named the Blue Flame in homage to its 

THE RIDE OF A LIFETIME

natural gas roots and liquefied fuel component. 
Torda agreed and enlisted the help of Sarunas C. 
Uzgiris (M.S. ME ’63, Ph.D. MAE ’66), assistant 
professor, along with a team of eight graduate 
students and four senior undergraduate design 
classes. Thomas Morel (M.S ME ’69, Ph.D. ’72), 
president and founder of the engine software 
firm Gamma Technologies, Inc., was among the 
group of graduate students, and he was tasked 
with the aerodynamic design.

“I came to IIT from Czechoslovakia in January 
1968 with almost no money in my pocket,” says 
Morel, not realizing the rich adventure that 
awaited him only two months down the road, or 
more literally, the salt flats. “Professor Andrew 
A. Fejer, then chair of the MMAE department, 
was kind enough to help me get support for 
my studies.” Fejer introduced the talented 
student to Torda, who assigned Morel the task 
of determining the shape of the Blue Flame. 
With much encouragement from his mentor 
and information on declassified rocket designs 
obtained from National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics reports, Morel embraced his role 

in the project, which formed the basis of his 
master’s thesis. 

The IIT team knew that the Blue Flame had to 
have a low drag to attain the high speed needed 
to beat the 600.601 mph record, set in 1965 by 
Craig Breedlove. “While we knew that we had 
to achieve the lowest possible air resistance, we 
were also concerned about the generation of lift,” 
explains Morel. “The lift had to be minimized, 
and in fact we wanted it to be slightly negative. 
That was one of our worries—that at high 
speeds the car would lift off and when it came 
down, could hurt the driver.” This led to a 
design with a specially designed nose for low 
drag, triangular body shape, and slight nose-
down body inclination.

Finally, the day arrived when the team 
knew it had a winner on its hands. “Once 
the shape was designed, we tested a model in 
an aeronautical wind tunnel at Wichita State 
University and determined that we should have 
low enough drag to be able to break the world 
record. We then took a smaller-scale model to a 
supersonic wind tunnel at Ohio State University 
and confirmed the drag and lift characteristics at 
speeds up to Mach one,” says Morel. 

Longtime speed racer Gary Gabelich jumped 
at the opportunity to drive the Blue Flame. 
A former test astronaut for North American 
Aviation, Gabelich had been racing vehicles 
since high school and was no stranger to 
Bonneville Salt Flats, where the 38-foot Blue 
Flame would be put to the test. On October 23, 
1970, within only a small window of time before 
the weather would make racing impossible, 
Gabelich took the Blue Flame through its two 
mandatory runs and surpassed Breedlove’s land 
speed record by 21.8 mph. 

Though Morel was not present on that 
momentous day at Bonneville, the Blue 
Flame—on permanent exhibit at the Auto & 
Technik Museum in Sinsheim, Germany—will 
always occupy a special place in his memories of 
IIT. While the Blue Flame served as a testament 
to the versatility of natural gas and received 
wide media coverage, Morel says that there is 
something more he will remember than the 
excitement of helping to design an elite machine. 

“I enjoyed all of the people I was working 
with who felt that we could intellectually pull  
off the project,” he says. “I was so impressed  
by them, these people who had a vision and  
a dream, and who worked for untold hours  
and put everything they had into  
accomplishing them.”

[Left to right] Then IIT graduate student Thomas Morel, along with T. Paul Torda, Krishna Pandey (M.S. ME ’69), 

and Sarunas C. Uzgiris with a model of the Blue Flame in a photo taken by Joseph Sterling
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Do you know a young person  
who dreams about 

transforming the future?

If you know of others who share your passion for innovation and technology, we invite you to 
refer them to us. Please contact Gerald P. Doyle, vice provost, undergraduate admission and 
financial aid, at 312.567.5203 or doyle@iit.edu.

Over the years, some of our 

best students have come from 

the personal recommendations 

of alumni and friends of the 

university. As a member of the IIT 

community, you are in an excellent 

position to help prospective 

students get acquainted with 

IIT’s outstanding academic 

and extracurricular culture. 

You can help them develop an 

understanding of what makes  

IIT a unique institution.
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Alumni Travel Programs

Visit Tuscany in May
Travel with the IIT Alumni Association and Alumni 
Holidays International to experience warm Tuscan 
hospitality and breathtaking views at a villa in the heart 
of the Chianti region. Learn about making wine, visit 
the hill town of Castellina, and absorb the incomparable 
ambience in Florence. The tour lasts for eight days and 
begins on May 3, 2009. Tour prices begin at $2,490  
per person.

Tour the Yangtze in October 
Alumni Holidays International and the IIT Alumni 
Association are offering a tour of China and the Yangtze 
River. This is a great chance to marvel at Beijing’s Imperial 
Palace and Great Wall, as well as to cruise the scenic 
Yangtze River. The tour will begin on October 7, 2009, 
with prices beginning at $2,950 per person.

More information about the Alumni Travel Program may 
be found at www.iit.edu/alumni. 

Service Trips
Join IIT students on overseas service trips.

Work in Haiti This March
Alumni can join Engineers Without Borders and IIT Haiti 
Outreach on their spring break trip (week of March 16) to 
install solar panels on a school, all under the direction of 
an engineer-expert, and to survey new projects for future 
trips. The approximate per person cost is $1,500, which 
includes transportation, housing, and food for one week. 

Visit Colombia with an IPRO Team This May
Join Professor Kevin Meade (MAE ’74, M.S. MATH 
’78) and his IPRO team as they travel to Colombia to 
perform volunteer work at a scoliosis clinic. The clinic is 
modeled after the Mayo Clinic, and the team is dedicated 
to alleviating symptoms of scoliosis without surgery. 
Participants are responsible for the their own travel  
and expenses.

For more information about alumni service trips, contact 
Marian Quirk at 1.800.448.2586 or quirk@iit.edu.

Alumni Travel Programs and Service Trips
Take You There in 2009!

Going Places
with the IIT Alumni Association




