


Facilities Upgrades Modernize Buildings, Labs

What’s Old is New Again on IIT Campuses

W ith buildings dating back to 1890, IIT’s Main Campus has earned 

its recognition among the National Register of Historic Places 

and Chicago landmarks. At IIT, renovations must strike a careful 

balancing between preserving historic beauty and modernizing laboratories 

and learning spaces. Last year’s facilities projects accomplished both.

One of the most visible projects, launched last winter and ongoing, is 

the renovation of IIT’s oldest structure, Main Building.    The fi ve-story,   The fi ve-story, 

Romanesque building is being renovated in several phases, in part to make 

it compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The building’s aging 

elevator was replaced with a new elevator, and additional upgrades include new 

restrooms on all fl oors and a new, wheelchair-accessible access ramp. Alumnus 

Bob Schmidt (ME ’36) and his wife, Violet, also provided a $1 million gift 

toward the repair of the building’s façade.

Last year, the Mies van der Rohe Society launched a renovation effort for 

Carr Memorial Chapel, among the Ludwig Mies van der Rohe-designed buildings 

on Main Campus that have been or will be renovated.      The $1 million    The $1 million 

campaign will help fund the repair of the chapel’s roof as well as 

provide for a complete restoration of its interior and exterior. 

The steps of Wishnick Hall, another Mies structure, were 

also renovated. 

www.mies.iit.edu
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IIT College of Architecture won the 2007 

Patron of the Year Award for its renovation 

of S. R. Crown Hall, which is a National 

Historic Landmark. Presented by the 

Chicago Architecture Foundation, the award 

is designed to acknowledge signifi cant 

architecture patrons in the Chicago area, 

honoring individuals, corporations, 

committees, institutions, and government 

bodies that commission, fi nance, and execute 

a single building or a complex of related 

structures deemed innovative in its design. 

A signifi cant renovation effort for living and learning spaces also began 

last year and is ongoing. Updates include:

•  The modernization of 18 classrooms campus wide

•  Dedication of the James Y. Oldshue (CHE ’47, M.S. ’49, Ph.D. ’51) 

Laboratory in Perlstein Hall,   the James C. Klouda (EE ’50) 

Laboratory in Siegel Hall, and the Dorothy Gurtz Conference Room 

in The McCormick Tribune Campus Center, donated by Gurtz Electric 

and the Gurtz family  

•  Dedication of the David Hovey (ARCH ’67, M.S. ’71) Studio in 

S. R. Crown Hall; Hovey is an IIT trustee  

•  Expansion of IIT College of Architecture’s Graham Resource Center, 

which doubled its square footage and included the addition of a 

Rare Book Room
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IIT Launches Redesigned Website
Last year, IIT launched its redesigned website, which includes profiles of more 
than 125 students, faculty, alumni, staff, and research projects. As part of the 
site’s new rollout, IIT Stuart School of Business launched Explore Stuart, an 
online multimedia library featuring videos, podcasts, publications, and helpful 
links for prospective students.
www.iit.edu
www.stuart.iit.edu/explorestuart

IIT Holds Historic Commencement on Campus
More than 5,000 IIT graduates and their friends and families gathered on Main 
Campus for Commencement 2008. It was the first time in more than a decade 
that a once-annual ceremony was held on IIT’s campus. The keynote speaker was 
entrepreneur Dean Kamen, inventor of the Segway.

Charles W. Pierce Earns Place in IIT History
At a ceremony held last October, the IIT community recognized 
alumnus Charles Warner Pierce as having achieved two historic firsts: 
the nation’s first-known African-American degree-holding chemical 
engineer and the first graduate of IIT’s chemical engineering 
program. Pierce’s nephew accepted the 2007 Distinguished Alumni 
Award, now called the Charles W. Pierce Distinguished Alumni Award, 
on behalf of his uncle.

CSL Welcomes New Social Sciences Chair
Patrick Ireland joined IIT College of Science and Letters as chair of the 
Department of Social Sciences in September 2007. Prior to coming to IIT, Ireland 
taught comparative politics, research methodologies, and international political 
economy at the American University of Beirut, in Lebanon. 



FY08 Gifts to IIT By Category 
(number of gifts)
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IIT Welcomes New Provost and CSL Dean
Following nationwide searches last year, IIT welcomed two new leaders 
to its academic community: Alan Cramb, the university’s new provost and 
senior vice president for academic affairs, and Russell Betts, new dean of 
IIT College of Science and Letters and professor of physics.

Former dean of the School of Engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, Cramb served as head of the Department of Materials Science and 
Engineering at Carnegie Mellon University, where he also was a professor 
and co-director of the Center for Iron and Steelmaking Research. Cramb is 
the author of more than 190 publications, the holder of two patents, and a 
fellow of the Iron and Steel Society.

Betts, a highly regarded researcher in the fields of atomic, nuclear, and 
high-energy physics, came to IIT from the University of Illinois at Chicago, 
where he was vice provost for planning and programs, and a professor of 
physics. An award-winning teacher, Betts is known for his work on cluster 
structure in atomic nuclei. His appointment follows the retirement of F. R. 
“Buck” McMorris, who retired at the end of the academic year after serving 
as dean for five years. 

20-Year Progress Statement
Since 1988, individuals, corporations, 

and foundations have honored IIT  
by contributing more than  

$500 million to support the university.

Capital: $2,023,264 (690)

Endowment: 
$12,344,973 (521)

Expendable:
$6,703,849 (6,318)

FY05–FY08 Gifts to IIT By Category 
(number of gifts)

Capital: $14,791,169 (2,866)

Endowment: 
$32,211,153 (2,092)

Expendable:
 $49,358,862 
(25,881)

CSL Dean Russell Betts [left]  
and Provost Alan Cramb




