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Student Learning Assessment
Why do we assess student learning?
As educators, we should care about whether our students are achieving the learning goals of our programs of study.  This concern can get lost, however, in the press of daily life.  To make sure that it doesn’t, Illinois Tech’s regional accreditor, the Higher Learning Commission, requires that we conduct ongoing student learning assessment for all our degree programs.  Specifically, Criterion 4B of the Criteria for Accreditation states: 
4.B. The institution demonstrates a commitment to educational achievement and improvement through ongoing assessment of student learning.

1. The institution has clearly stated goals for student learning and effective processes for assessment of student learning and achievement of learning goals.

2. The institution assesses achievement of the learning outcomes that it claims for its curricular and co-curricular programs.

3. The institution uses the information gained from assessment to improve student learning.

4. The institution’s processes and methodologies to assess student learning reflect good practice, including the substantial participation of faculty and other instructional staff members.

Who must assess student learning?
All program faculty should participate in the assessment of student learning for their academic programs of study.  It is common practice at the Illinois Institute of Technology for the faculty program director to coordinate the assessment activities for a program of study and write the annual assessment report.  See below for more information about the annual assessment report. 

What are best practices for student learning assessment? 
Best practices for student learning assessment include the following six elements:

1. The involvement of all program faculty in the assessment process,

2. Clearly-stated program learning goals
3. The collection of student artifacts 
4. The evaluation of student artifacts using a separate rubric for each learning goal
5. Sharing of assessment results with all program faculty
6. The use of assessment results for continuous program improvement.
The Office of Student Learning Assessment provides this Brief Guide to Student Learning Assessment to help program faculty develop a useful and sustainable assessment process.  

How is student learning assessment done at Illinois Tech? 
As part of the proposal for a new academic program of study, faculty must include an assessment plan for the program.  This plan must be approved by the Director of Assessment before the proposal as a whole can be approved.  

Each academic year is considered an assessment cycle.  Academic program directors must submit an annual assessment report on October 15 describing the assessment activities conducted for an academic program of study during the previous assessment cycle.  For example, on October 15, 2020 the annual assessment report for the 2018-19 academic year was due.  

Templates are available for both assessment plans and assessment reports.  Faculty are not required to use these templates, but should attempt to include all the information requested in the template regardless of the format used for the assessment plan or report. 

Annual assessment reports should be submitted to the IIT Assessment organization site in Blackboard.  To get access to this site, contact the Director of Assessment, Carol Emmons at emmons@iit.edu.  Each submitted report is evaluated by the Office of Assessment using a rubric. 

Where can I find copies of previous assessment reports? 
All previously-submitted assessment plans and annual assessment reports, as well as the feedback provided by the Office of Assessment on these reports, can be found on the IIT Assessment organization site in Blackboard.  To get access to this site, contact the Director of Assessment, Carol Emmons at emmons@iit.edu.  
Who should I contact for more information about student learning assessment? 

For more information about student learning assessment, contact the Director of Assessment, Carol Emmons, as emmons@iit.edu.
