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Canvas Accessibility Checklist 

Content Structure 

● Title: Provide clear and descriptive titles for your pages, discussions, quizzes, 

announcements, and calendar events. By default, the title serves as the content item’s 

Heading 1 style. 

● Rich Content Editor (RCE): Use the built-in styling tools in the Rich Content Editor in 

Canvas to add, edit, and format content. 

● Headings and styles: Use built-in headings and style in Canvas to organize lengthy 

content. 

● Lists: Use lists to create a clear hierarchical structure. Use numbered lists for 

sequential items and bulleted lists for non-sequential items. 

● Descriptive hyperlinks: Use descriptive text for links to indicate the link's 

destination or purpose. For example, avoid using generic phrases like "click here" or 

"read more," and instead use meaningful text like " Explore course resources.” Create 

and edit the link text in Canvas using the Link menu options. 

● Alt text: If you include images, charts, or other graphics in your content, add 

alternative text. Remember to mark all non-relevant images and graphics as 

decorative. Learn how to add alt text from Alt Text options using the Rich Content 

Editor and 5 Principles for Creating Accessible Canvas Pages. 

● Tables: Use tables in Canvas for data only, not for visual layout. Present data in 

paragraphs with headers whenever possible. Create a table caption that provides a 

brief description of the table’s purpose and content.  

● Table structure: Use simple structures and avoid merged or split cells. 

● Table headers: Add table column and/or row headers when using tables in Canvas. 

● Captions: Provide accurate captions for all multimedia and pre-recorded video 

content. Audio description may also be needed depending on the content.  

● Transcripts: Provide accurate transcripts for prerecorded video with audio and audio-

only content. 

Fonts, Spacing, and Color 

● Font and typeface: Use readable sans-serif typefaces and fonts. 

● Font size: Adjust the font size in Canvas as needed to ensure readability. Use at least 

11 points for body text (14 or 16 points recommended). 

https://www.sbctc.edu/about/accessibility/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/What-is-the-Rich-Content-Editor/ta-p/12
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-add-and-modify-text-in-the-Rich-Content-Editor/ta-p/618221
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-add-and-modify-text-in-the-Rich-Content-Editor/ta-p/618221#use_the_paragraph_drop_down_menu
https://webaim.org/techniques/semanticstructure/#lists
https://webaim.org/techniques/hypertext/link_text
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-create-hyperlinks-to-external-URLs-in-the-Rich-Content/ta-p/618224
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-create-hyperlinks-to-external-URLs-in-the-Rich-Content/ta-p/618224
https://webaim.org/techniques/alttext/
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-manage-alt-text-and-display-options-for-images-embedded/ta-p/618226
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-manage-alt-text-and-display-options-for-images-embedded/ta-p/618226
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DDle97S6eIjs%26ab_channel%3DHowtoCanvas&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1730309588450255&usg=AOvVaw2WRLPhd46zYV7yoVVvJkPe
https://community.instructure.com/en/discussion/665370/table-accessibility?utm_source=community-search&utm_medium=organic-search&utm_term=accessible+table
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-insert-a-table-using-the-Rich-Content-Editor-as-an/ta-p/982
https://webaim.org/techniques/fonts/
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-add-and-modify-text-in-the-Rich-Content-Editor/ta-p/618221


 

Adapted from “Canvas  Accessibility Checklist” by SBCTC is licensed under CC BY 4.0 2 

● White space: Allow for breathing room or empty space, when possible, to avoid 

visually crowded information. 

● Color: Do not use color as the only way to convey information. 

● Color contrast: Use high-contrast color schemes. Check your contrast with 

WebAim’s Contrast Checker. 

Checking for Accessibility 

● Canvas Accessibility Checker:  

● Check accessibility while you work in Canvas 

● Check accessibility of your course in Canvas 

● Text to speech: Test accessibility with Immersive Reader in Canvas. 

 

https://www.sbctc.edu/about/accessibility/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://webaim.org/articles/contrast/
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-use-the-Accessibility-Checker-in-the-Rich-Content/ta-p/618238
https://community.instructure.com/en/kb/articles/664351-how-do-i-use-the-accessibility-checker-in-canvas?utm_source=community-search&utm_medium=organic-search&utm_term=accessibility+checker
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-use-the-Microsoft-Immersive-Reader-in-a-course-as-an/ta-p/901
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