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What is Digital Accessibility?

Digital accessibility means making a Canvas course and other
online content accessible to everyone, regardless of their needs

and abilities or the device they are using.

(University of Nebraska Omaha)



https://www.unomaha.edu/innovative-and-learning-centric-initiatives/services-we-offer/digital-learning/digital-accessibility.php
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Canvas
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Common Accessibility Issues in Canvas

Text Formatting

* Using bold/enlarged text instead of proper headings
* Inconsistent fonts or font sizes

* Poorchoice of colors and contrast

* Using only color to convey meaning
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Common Accessibility Issues in Canvas Cont.

Hyperlinks

* Pasting URLs directly instead of meaningful text
 Using vague link text like “click here” or “link”
* Broken orexpired links
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Common Accessibility Issues in Canvas Cont.

Images and Alternative Text

* Missing or vague alt text
 Decorative images not marked appropriately
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Common Accessibility Issues in Canvas Cont.

Tables

* No headerrows
* Complexstructures that confuse screen readers
* Tables used purely for layout



ILLINOIS TECH .’
Common Accessibility Issues in Canvas Cont.

Media

* No captions forvideos
* Notranscripts for audio
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Common Accessibility Issues in Canvas Cont.

Navigation and Course Structure

* Disorganized navigation
* Important content hidden in the Files tab
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Six Essential Steps of
Digital Accessibility



SIX Essential Steps ILLINOIS TECH

Format headings to structure
pages ordocuments.

-I Headings

2 Links
Make link text

descriptive, not
generic.

Heading 1
Heading 2

Heading 3
Heading 4
Heading 5

6 Media

Add captions to
videos or provide
a transcript.

COLOR &

CONTRAST 3

Color
& Contrast
Verify adequate color
contrast. Avoid using
color alone to convey
meaning.

! . .
4 ovene University of Maryland

5Tables

Create tables with
column and/or
row headers.

Provide meaningful
alternative (Alt) text
descriptions forimages.


https://it.umd.edu/accessibility/digital-accessibility-instructors

Canvas Accessibility Checker



Common Issues

* List Formatting
* Text Contrast

Course Accessibility Checker

Last checked Apr 20, 2026, 11:10 AM | What we look for? @
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‘ Q Search resource titles...

Start typing to search. Results will update automatically after 3 characters.

Filter resources

Issue status

Update report
v

Issues by type
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Dupllcene links Alt text (10) List formamng Text contrast Missing table Missing table
(11) caption (3) headers (5)
Resource Issues v Type ¢ State ¢ Last edited ¢ $
Module 01: L earning Objectives and Alignment PROTOTYPE 0 % Fix A Page © Unpublished Apr 20, 2026

Course Homepage - Banner Option 1 @ % Fix

A Page  © Unpublished Aug 14, 2025

Course Homepage - Banner Option 3 @ % Fix

B Page  Q Unpublished Aug 14, 2025



Common Issues Cont.

Missing table headers
Table headers set up

incorrectly

Missing table caption

Course Accessibility Checker

Last checked Apr 20, 2026, 11:10 AM | What we look for? @

‘ Q. Search resource titles...

ILLINOIS TECH

Start typing to search. Results will update automatically after 3 characters.

Filter resources

Issue status

1 resolved |

Duplicate links Alt text (10)

List fom’amng

Update report
v

Issues by type

9

6

a -
. —

Text contrast Missing table Missing table

(11) caption (3) headers (5)
Resource ¢ Issues v Type ¢ State ¢ Last edited ¢
Module 01: Learning Objectives and Alignment PROTOTYPE m AN Fix A Page © Unpublished Apr 20, 2026
Course Homepage - Banner Option 1 m AN Fix A Page © Unpublished Aug 14, 2025
Course Homepage - Banner Option 3 @ A Fix [A Page © Unpublished Aug 14, 2025
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Digital Accessibility at lllinois Tech

For more information please visit:

https://www.iit.edu/cli/digital-accessibility
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Thank you!
Q&A
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